Following an oral history with Haydon (Bud) Cooper, he and his daughter Kathleen Cooper shared the 
history of Myton as we visited the Myton History Museum and a couple other historical places in Myton. 



The old jail is part of the Myton 
Museum. It was built in 1910. 
Inside the jail cell, all four walls 
were indented with names. 
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Bud and Kathleen live in what was 
once the Fisher Hotel. It was also 
used as sleeping rooms upstairs 
and living quarters for the family 
downstairs. 



initials and dates from those who had been thrown in jail. Some had etched a line for each day they had 
spent there. One person had written, “I’m a jail bird, but I can’t fly.” Mr. Cooper pointed out his cousins 
name on the wall. He said, “This is my cousin, Tranny Calvert. Him and another local boy were the town 
rowdy’s. They were the first streakers.” 


Andrew Tolboe owned a General Store 
and Cobbler shop in Myton sometime in 
the 1930’s. Today Mr. Cooper has set up 
a reproduction of an old cobbler shop 
inside one of the cells in the old jail- 
complete with tools and benches. 



The Myton Museum was once the old Calvert Store. It was 
owned and operated by Haydon Coopers grandparents, Haydon and Sally Calvert. It later became the 
Calvert and Waugh Store. More recently it has been known as the Three Legged Dog Saloon. 



In another cell there is an old blacksmith’s forge which was 
donated by John Uresk, a Myton area man. John’s father used 
the forge on his farm to repair machinery and forge tools 
needed in his work. 
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Kathleen Cooper in front of Museum 



As you enter the Museum in the entry way on the ceiling are tin tiles. These tiles used to cover the entire 
ceiling in the Calvert Store. A woman said that she remembers going into the store when she was a small 
girl and would just stand and stare up at the beautiful ceiling. Bud and Kathleen are having a portion of 
these tin tiles restored. 
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The museum is mostly a picture museum with photos of early Myton and its people. Here are two pictures 
of Myton, one in about 1910 and another in 1911. 

Myton was the largest town in the county at this time. It was a bustling town with stores, hotels, banks, a 
livery stable and even an opera house. 



On this wall are photos of people in the Myton area. The Odekirks are pictured here. They ran an ice 
cream parlor in Myton. The building at the top center is the Myton Free Press. It ran for about twenty 
years until about 1926. 
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The Myton State Bank was finished and 
ready to operate just as The Depression 
hit. It never did get off the ground after 
that; it went defunct. This is the teller 
cage and the vault from the bank. The 
building itself was used for other 
purposes and was recently tore down. 



Major H. P. Myton came from Garden City, Kansas to Fort Duchesne to work with the soldiers. His 
position was abolished soon after his arrival so he inquired of Haydon Calvert if there was a position in 
his store. Mr. Calvert made him post master. At this time the town was called “The Bridge”. The United 
States Postal Service said they could no longer send mail to “The Bridge” in Utah. They would have to 
have an official name. Mr. Calvert told H. P. Myton to put his name (Myton), and send back the form to 
the postal service in Washington D.C. Myton scratched his name out and put another, but the postal 
department placed the name Myton back in. This is how the town of Myton got its name. 

The story of how Bud 
Cooper obtained the 
traveling case of H. P. 

Myton was quite a 
coincidence. A man had 
bought this traveling case 
over near Price in a yard 
sale. He was going out to 
his farm one morning and 
saw this sitting on a hood 
of a car in a yard sale. He 
gave thirty five dollars 
for it. He didn’t know 
anything about a town 
called Myton, but he 
thought it was quite a suit 
case. It was an antique. A 
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few years later someone told him there was a town of Myton. He thought he would go there to see what 
connection there was with the case. He stopped at Fort Myton and then was directed to Bud Coopers 
home. Bud had researched the family of H. P. Myton and knew the living relatives and where they lived. 
He gave the man the information. The man contacted the relatives but none of them were interested in the 
case. He called Bud Cooper back and asked if he would be interested in keeping the case. Bud was able 
to obtain the case and add it to his collection for the Museum. 


Myton on “Pay Day.” This picture shows the time when horse and buggy began to be replaced by cars. 



The Calvert Hotel was built around 1903 and was 
prominent stage stopping place going from Price 
Ft. Duchesne to Vernal. Then the town moved up 
the bench and they built their store and hotel up 
Main Street in 1910. Haydon’s family lived in the 
hotel in the winter and then moved back up on 
their ranch in the summer. Haydon’s mother’s 
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brother lived in a room in the back of the hotel year round- Jack Calvert Sr. In 1936 it burned mysteriously 
while everyone was out of Town on the ranch. 



First building at “The Bridge” before it was named Myton. 
Owned by Haydon Calvert. 


This shows the “Bridge” townsite area. In the middle you see 
walking, Sallie Calvert Cooper and Hannah Calvert Clark, 
carrying water from the Duchesne River to the Calvert Hotel. 


U. S Highway 40 can be seen 
here in 1915 going through the 
town of Myton. The tall 
building is the Upalco Flour 
Mill. The power came from Upalco to power the mill. The power plant washed out at Upalco and they 
never rebuilt it. 



Page 7 of 34 


The left photo is the Armistice Day float from 1906. In 1976 Bud and Ludy Cooper built a reproduction 
of that float for the Bicentennial Parade. This was the beginning of the annual Myton Days celebration. 



The Myton Steel Bridge 


in 



This little boat was used to 
cross the river while they built 
the new steel bridge. The old 
wooden bridge was left high 
and dry. 

Some of Mr. Cooper’s 
relatives are shown crossing 
the boat. 





twisted and snapped. 


In the 1930’s glass point pens were used. These glass 
points called nibs came from the Czech Republic and the 
antique fountain pens were found in France. They were 
both purchased online though e-bay. 


In the 1950’s the Uinta Basin was having a 
very cold winter. The temperatures had been 
plummeting to forty below zero. On one of 
these very cold mornings a seismograph truck 
ran into the Myton Bridge. Because of the 
extreme cold the bridge shattered and fell 
apart. Mr. Cooper remembers hearing a loud 
explosion sound and later found out the source 
of the loud noise was from the impact of the 
truck hitting the bridge. The steel beams 




In the 1930’s glass point fountain 
pens were used. These glass points called nimps 
came from Czech Republic and the pens were found 
in Paris France. This display shows the progression 
of the pen starting with the quill pen. 

Bud remembers his mother having a glass point pen. 
She thought it was the greatest thing in the world, 
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and it wrote well, except when you quit writing you had to tip it up really quick or it would drop a glob of 
ink on your paper. 


The last Indian uprising, possibly in the state of Utah occurred here. The man in the photo is Fenno. Bud 
said, “He was a bad Indian. When they opened the Basin to homesteading, you had to travel to Vernal to 
sign up. All the people from Myton went to Vernal to sign up. This guy came in grandpa’s store and 
wanted some vanilla 
extract, which is alcohol. 

Billy Muse was tending 
grandpa’s store when 
grandpa was over in 
Vernal; he wouldn’t sell 
him any. Fenno said, “I’ll 
go home and get my gun 
and kill you.” He went and 
got his gun, but Billy Muse 
shot and killed him. The 
word got out all over the 
area that there had been an 
Indian shot in Myton. The 
Indians came in and was 
running up and down the 
streets hooping and 

hollering. The soldiers from Fort Duchesne got word about it. They were able to quiet things down. They 
put Billy Muse on a horse and told him the best thing for him to do is leave the country. He was later 
acquitted.” 

Baseball was a big event in the Basin. Each town had their own team. The teams would rotate where and 
who they played. Every Sunday a game would be held somewhere in the Basin. 

Bud made the car 
that is next to the 
stadium after he 
returned home 
from serving in 
the service. He 
made it out of junk 
pieces he found in 
the area. It was a 
little Model A 
Ford Roadster. 
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The Ute Bear Dance was held for many years in Myton. The Bear 
Dance Corral was located next to the Opera House. It was held there 
until World War II. After that, it was held just a block from the where 
the Museum is located now. 


Bud loves this photo of an Indian couple getting a glimpse of an 
early car. The expression on their faces is pure wonderment. 
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The Ute Indians used these music making sticks during the Bear Dance. They rubbed this instrument with 
a bone which set a vibration onto a piece of tin that was stretched across the instrument. 





Right: Alice Todd and a friend. Alice was postmistress in Myton for many years. 

Below: An early automobile is parked in front of the Colorado Bar on Main Street in Myton. 


I 
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Phone lines in the early days went from Myton to Ft. 
Duchesne to Vernal, bypassing Roosevelt. When 
World War I was over people from Myton mounted 
their horses, piled on their buggies and cars to hurry to 
Roosevelt to inform them the war was over. Below, 
residents of Myton stand in front of the newspaper 
office announcing the end of World War I. 








In early days freight wagons would travel a long distance through Nine Mile Canyon and on into Myton. 
There was no water in this dry desert area. They had to carry water in barrels to water their horses and for 
their own needs. Half way in between Nine Mile and Myton they decided to dig a well. They dug a well 
using pick and shovels two-hundred ten feet deep. They never thought it would be impossible or that they 
wouldn’t reach water. They just continued until they did. The water was not suitable for drinking but they 
could bathe in it and the horses could drink it. This place became a stage stop called “The Wells”. It is 
twenty miles south of Myton. 


In early days freight wagons would travel a long distance through Nine Mile Canyon and on into Myton. 
There was no water in this dry desert area. They had to carry water in barrels to water their horses and for 
their own needs. Half way in between Nine Mile and Myton they decided to dig a well. They dug a well 
using pick and shovels two-hundred ten feet deep. They never thought it would be impossible or that they 
wouldn’t reach water. They just continued until they did. The water was not suitable for drinking but they 
could bathe in it and the horses could drink it. This place became a stage stop called “The Wells.” It is 
twenty miles south of Myton. 
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In the Museum Bud 
has a Veterans Wall 
that has all the 
names of those who 

have served from Myton. Individual displays spotlight men from Myton and Duchesne County that served 
our country. 



Donald Lidell was a veteran from 
Myton. Displayed are the ribbons he 
earned. He wore this old pith helmet 
while he was farming. He was a 
regular at Fort Myton. He would 
come in every evening and get a 
toasted cheese sandwich and a cup 
of soup. He and Bud would talk 
about things. Bud said, “He always 



thought we should have pooled our money and bought all the surplus airplanes. He used to fly. He liked 
talking about that, but he never talked about his war service. I knew he was 101 st Airborne, but I didn’t 
know he was one of the very first ones in it.” Several years after his death a man from Vernal inquired 
about Donald. Bud discovered then what a hero his friend had been. He had earned all these ribbons and 
had fought in every Campaign in Europe. They did so much good there, but they were all completely 
worn out and their feet were getting foot rot from sloshing around in mud and water so long. But the 
General in charge knew they were the best soldiers we had so he kept them there much longer than he 
should have. They finally had to go over the General’s head to get those boys home. 




In the book The Seven Roads to Hell , 
about the 101 st Airborne, it tells of 
Donald’s Heroism. 

Kathleen read the following paragraph 
from the book: 

Then there was Don Lidell, 
pronounced LaDale, a Mormon from 
Myton, Utah. Lidell was one of the 
very first paratroopers in the US 
Army, known as the “The Originals 
They formed the nucleus of the 101 st 
and 82 nd Airborne when they were 
activated at Camp Clayborne, 
Louisiana, back in 1942. He was a 

rock, a man seemingly without a nerve in his body. In Normandy, I saw Lidell caring for wounded in the 
open with artillery and mortar shells bursting around, while others crouched in their holes. We called to 
him to take cover, but he wouldn ’t even look up. He just kept to his grim work and shouted, “I’ll take care 


of myself. You just take 
also about my height but 
was quiet and more of a 
square jaw, a straight 
seemed to see right 
curly hair that was 
scar showed around his 
open collar. I never asked 
he never told me. When he 
seemed to be a yard of 
special with Don and he 
times confiding in me 
thoughts. Lidell never 
become a buddy or to get 


care of yourself. ” Lidell was 
more powerfully built. He 
loner than us. He had a large 
sharp nose, ice blue eyes that 
through a man, and short 
thinning on top. A large burn 
lower neck when he wore an 
him about what caused it, and 
smiled he showed what 
straight white teeth. I felt a 
accepted me as a friend at 
some of his innermost 
allowed anyone else to 
too close. 
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The State licensing bureau in Roosevelt donated a small 
poster with all of the Utah license plates on it from when 
they started issuing plates. The collection on the wall 
belongs to Haydon. The license plate Bud is holding is a 
replica of the plate in 1943. That year the license plates 
were made from soy beans. The cows and horses ate them. 
It was something to look out and see your license plate 
being ate by a cow, a horse, or other animal. At this time in 
history all metal was going toward the war effort. In the 
late 1960’s they came up with a sticker to add to the 
license plate each year instead of issuing a new plate each 
year. 







Bud has collected old license plates and hubcaps. 


Bud Cooper’s first automobile was a 1927 Model T 
Ford. Left to right are George Wedig, Bud Cooper and 
Lawrence Bywater. 


Being a 
mechanic Bud 
had the 
opportunity to 
use a variety of 
old tools. 
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Bud found an interesting branding iron in the river bottom right below the old government barn. It said 
SU instead of US. It had been built backwards. 


This tack 
the 


The 

Calvert 

post 


I Pictured: An early Myton settler, Dave Tanner. 
He and his wife raised five children here in 
Myton. One of his daughters, Lorraine Allred 
II lives here today. 


This collection is his original Tack 
Equipment donated to the Myton 
Museum by his brother, 

Blaine Tanner. 



second Myton Post Office was located in the 
Store. The people in the photo worked for the 
office. In the replica of the post office in the 


Museum Mr. Cooper has letters and cards dated as far back as 1909. 


belonged to Dave Tanner and was donated to 
museum by his brother Blaine Tanner. 
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The center object is a centerfuge. Farmers would bring their cream to the creamery to sell. The cream 
would be stirred up and placed in the small cylinders in the bottom. An acid was dropped in with the 
cream, then, the 
centerfuge would 
spin the cylinders. 

There were little 
scales in each 
cylinder that would 
tell how much 
butter fat there was 
in a pound of milk. 

That level 
determined how 
much the farmer 
was paid for his 
cream. 
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School House. Below left is Mrs. Tuttle with one of her classes. She taught for many years in Myton. Bud 
Cooper was among her students. 




The 
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Myton Water Tower 





The photos and objects on display show how 
electricity has evolved in our country. The pictures 
came from the National Archive of REA, (Rural 
Electric Association). The government furnished the 
material and local people furnished the man power for 
electricity to be placed in rural areas. 
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Myton people visit the Uintah Power Plant on the day of the 
opening. This was quite a celebration to finally have power 
available. 



In the early 1900’s the water lines were wooden. They were like an oak barrel. They were made out of 
hollowed oak and wrapped with heavy wire so when they expanded, they would tighten up and hold 
water. 





landed on the rodeo grounds. That evening the plane took to the sky to give the town a fireworks display. 
As fireworks were being lit from the airplane it caught on fire. The pilot tried to bring the wings down 
into the Duchesne River to extinguish the fire. That did not work, so the pilot landed the airplane on what 
is called “airplane hill”. The airplane landed and burned up. This is a piece from the prop of that airplane. 


w* iz 



This beautiful stove was given to Bud by good friend, who also 
donated the bank teller cages from the Myton State Bank. It 
could have been used in the bank or in the pool hall which 
occupied the building after the bank went under. 


Lamps such as this three legged floor lamp weren’t very 
common. They were a fire danger because they could be 
easily tipped over. 
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Before the Presbyterian’s built their own building, pictured left, the Presbyterian Church and the LDS 
Church shared a small one room building. A curtain divided the room in half and both religions shared the 
building, each holding their own services at different times. 


Ike Odekirk was the first LDS Sunday 
School teacher to teach in this shared 
building. Ike also ran the saloon out at 
“The Wells” before coming to Myton. 

In those days a person did what they had 
to do to survive and make a living. 


L.D.S, CHURCH 

After the Presbyterian Chu. built their church and 
moved into it the L.D.S. cnurch purchased the old 
Community Hall, which had been enlarged from the 
original structure. This building was soon out grown and 
sold, and The Opera House was purchased and used until 
it burned down in the late 1930s. A new Church House 
was built on the same block for approximately $15,000.00. 





The Duchesne Record was the first newspaper in Myton. 
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Page 26 of 34 


^ ■ 

Visit* Rc*cfv aJOn . ' ■ ; . r •/ • ■ 

• vl '• / r / 

YTOiM FREE PRE 


VOL. 1, NO. 1 


MYTON. DUCHESNE COUNTY. UTAH. THURSDAY, APRIL S, 


DEDICATION OF 
MYTON CHAPEL 

• More Than Enough Money to Pay the Dr ow b. Vosburgh. oc- 

more 1 tltui J x r „ cupant of the World-today Cliail 

Entire Debt Raised in a Very bhort iit ]) vnvtr university, made tin. 


"SKEW TOURISTS 


TO RESUME 

Denver Man Tells llow to Con- A. E- Custer ^.Says^Grcen River 
struct MolTal Tunnel Through 
Jo.mcs Teak 


Time. 


] building o 1 the Moffat tunnel 
'the keynote ok his address be- 


' The Myton Academy banquet | orchestra, Harry Kingsland cello, f orc the weekly meeting of 
Vlait Saturday night and the ded- Mrs. George Phillips violin, and Denver* Chamber of Commerce, 
ication of the Presbyterian chap-! Mrs. George Calvert, pian<. fur-: u e said on this subject: 


cl Sunday momig marfa two im- 


jwrUnt steps In the murch of 
pregress along ctlucnlluiml and 
religious lines. 

The banquet was not ncces- 


Dished delightful music. A ■ reg- .. W hnt will the putting through 


f ularprugnnn of music, vocal and; of tlmt tunn „, IIR .„ n •; | n thv 
J Instrumental, was given In midi- nr||t ,, lucc it mcam that we will 
tin to the numerous orchestral MI)cn j $1,000,000 in construction 

, - selections and was, vocal solo, every y( , ur . ln lhc nwtlt it w jn 

sarily strictly for the purpose i Mrs. Helen Stevens; vocal solo,' ean Dial wc will increase the 
of jollification and social in- Mrs. Orville Dart; violin solo, tour j s t travel to this state at 
ttreourse, though both were in; Mrs. George Phillips. The My-; cajR thirty per cent. You must 
evidence. The real purpose of;ton Academy students guve Uieii rclncmber that it is mighty hard 
this gathering was to discuss , yell and sang a song. t(J t ranS act business with it man 

plans and form a nucleus for an Misses Alberta Bjomson and d(>wn jn v; ew y or j.. A K(XK l [R . r 
institution of learing in this Maud Fontain rendered a P>ea»- i ccnt of lhu louri3 t that pass 
town. It was a business propo- ing mnndolin duct. Mrs. Bjorn- lhroUKh wi n sUy here. That will 
• sition and it proved to be one son played the piano accompa- mean mi u ion< t0 lhjs colmtry . 
of the most notable events in I ment have to lie every time I go cast, 

• Myton for years. - About 125| A large congregation attended b( . causc jf , M , 0le trulh thev 
leading men and women old and the dedicatory services on Sun- ' think I am blowing Is 
young, were present. Rev.; day momig. Special music had- >th , * wc ‘ havcn .' t *** We 

George S. Sloan, pastor of the been prepared by orchestra and hnyc , c , ja]- ailvcr . ]( ,,y. 

Presbyterian church and teach- choir for the occas.on. A ton- ^ BKrlculturi , c . verythin; , 
cr In lhc Myton Academy acted , ture of the music was a vocal * , 

as toaelmasler and in his Intro >10 by Mrs. Helen It. Stevens. ,,jJJ vered yo^wMI find it h-.’ 

■ ductury rumarks Mr. Sloan guve jThe fiornl decorations nrouml the , . ^ 

.. an fnitllnr* i\ f thn Tilun* htinp* nulmL u#*n* nmfinu> rnnnUt. * 


A- E. Custer and Frederick 
Porter, two Salt Lake mining 
and metallurgical men, have 
turned from a trip into Cali- 
fornia and Nevada, and last week 
went to Colorado and Wyoming, 
the object being to look up gold 
plucer grounds for future exploi- 
tations of a new Utah invention 
for the recover)’ of (lake gold- 
The Fine Gold Placer Mining 
company has a machine set up in 
Ihe Green river near Vernal. 
New York associates have agreed 
to finance the company and ad- 
ditions and improvements will 
be made to tlie excavating ma- 
chinery. After that the outfit 
will be prepared to resume op- 
erations on a more extensive 

Mr- Custer, the inventor, says 
that his operations Inst summer 
on Green river convinced 1 
that his recovery process is _ 
that he expected of it, but the 
excuvnting end was unsuitable 
for gravels containing consider- 
able large bowlders. Heavy ma- 
chinery is required. With such 
''mprovomunb, he anticipates a 


outline of the plans he hopes. pulpit were profuse and consist-, 
to carry out. Those who respond- td of American . Beauty roses, 

. td to toasts spoke of the need of calia lilies, red and white earns- . .. 

. such an institution of learning tions, shamrocks, wandering - vou cnn comt Vl Colorado and *<., diggings where up 

v; and they all told of the resour-, jew. Ivy, maiden hair fern, aspa- :l0m ething ym 
.... ,v. t — an<Lof toe [u- ; ragus fern and snap dragon. The lnt ’ w: ”' r '' 


'I want-to'tcll you- I 'don',' iUrcC!wfu J and rapidly broaden- 
care where you go on the ear'. " K f' c 'd for his liivorimn in 


turv prospects of Mytonfdcdar-.titv.rr.- were loaned by Mrs. ><"- 
-_^l-.lg that hcreTs*6ne day to be M. -Bryant' Mrs. George 1’JiilHp*. 

tbcjnetropolis of Northea»>m' Mrs. A. M. Todd. Mrs. V evens. V- • 
. Ut >- Those who -glade lOji.'V'Mre. '.Montgomery. Mr/. Uhl- 1 
• - aptectafi wvre/ V. r.: But’ J. M. 'ridge. Mrs. Taylor. 

.^. , ,int.k. A. Kemper. fWL.; .Rev. Geo. S. Sloan. p.,tor of 
.lanuMy, D. M. Front. IW'crtthc church, conducted th.* . rvi- 
?■ B - McOonen'.le^. Tt« prayer was olfer-.d by 
•and C..B, Uok. When theec.Itev. T. B. McClement, of 
speakers hail finished tl,e toast- .Episcopal church. K-v 
matter called upn Rev. Di. W. H.' II. Kearns, of Mi..'..' 

I* in charge of tli#^ preached the dtdicatonv 


will find l 


KONK lNJ.' KKii- ^ 
WHEN ALTOMOl.ii . 
COLLIDES WlXU ril. 


lh<; fine charucLer of the gold has 
a'fied the ingenuity of the min- 
v and mill man- 


BY THOUS ANDS 

900 to 1,000 Cars Booked to Ccrre 
Over Pike’s Peak Highway this 
Summer. 


Tlie road all the way is said now 
to be in first class shape. From 
Mytn west for two or three miles . 

fine work has been done 
by J. L. Taylor, Ihe roud super- 
visor. From the Myton Town- 
site bridge the road runs di- 
rectly west for nearly two miles 
and then due south until it goes 
into the road crossing the bridge 
over the Grey mountain canal. 

The Uintah Basin roads are 
berof them will doubtless return receiving considerable ndvert: ■•- 
by way of the Uintuh Basin. ing in publications on the out- 
Mr. Rcdford was requested by side. Tlie American Bluebook. 

A. R. I’ardington, vice-president | an automobile publication, has 
of the Lincoln Highway associa- given us much space. The r.-:>- 

- re — *■-*’- - J 


Between 900 and 1,000 auto- 
mobiles have already been book- 
ed to come over the Pikes Peak 
Highway from the east this 
incr according to S. J. Bedford, 
a member of the Lincoln High- 
way committee, who was In My- 
ton, on Sunday and Monday. Mr. 
Bedford also gives out the infor- 
maliou that fully 5,000 cars have 
been booked for the Lincoln 
Highway and, that a large num- 


Engfnccnt to Am 
All Tributaries to Gi 
River Running East 


-tain Flow of J. 


When an automobile collided! 
ilh a rig this ride of the mi!:: 

of the Uintah Fewer and l.ighc Two interests which have nuf. 

V1 miutca pons c ' jn ' r “ in , y 1 ' ri duy aftern-rji/fcrei! ns a consequence of the 

Kearns, who is in' charge of the preachy! the dedicatory rmon' °’ c i"^k. W. A. Koiu-, i,;‘ Indian trouble in San Juan coun- 

. risl.yterian work in the north- 1 , His theme was -The Elements o' WU! ' ‘ ,|i ' jr «d a »d Mrs. V.V v are the geological survey and 

to Myton to‘a Successful Church." The aer- Ilam K '' u1, 01 - Nto l«U«nd James C. ie reclamation service. Now) 
masterful and wus de- * e, ' < ' r * ,jn ' *f*>'den, narruwlj Ithut the Indian troubles 


conduct the dedicatory „ m WBa 

,on Sunday. Dr. Kearns express-' livered in u moil forctful' 1 man-' l ’* cap< ''' 1 ' !*-• w - Jordan, engineer in 

cil surprise to see such a thriv-' ncr. The speaker held his hear- R onc '» right leg was broke-, • vu,, ' r resourcea department of 
" v “ *“ *"'■* r» with his logic, eloquence and ^'tween the ankle and knee and('- hu Uui'.i-d States geological sur- 
-*■■■• ru so t *“ * nklc was severely j ' ,,y - ' Ul< gone to make teeta at 

r, that sprained. He was removed to! 1 ” thL ‘ llow of the Sun Jsun 
, r ,j.:Gui Clarke hotel and Dr. Bjom-i rlv,;r - 

...jk * <,l > wai summoned to udmlnia ( These testa will lie made at 
41. ter aid. He u getting request and extwnse of tlie rec- 

Very nicely and will aoon >|5amation service to nrcumulnU- 
.j, aljout again, j lata in connection with the big 


- 


mg town out in what he hwt ^ 

thought nothing but a wild de*. oratory. His language 
cn country. He was gratlfie'l plain. l.D UioughU so clea. 

" f * nthu * lk " n Ml who heard could un.h i 
and hop. He felt sure that My. The tost D found in -1 .. 

rnc r: t,„ in charge of, purpose snd this elf.,:-. 
At l^d.es Aid ami every mem- tratoe and enforces cer-s. 
her of Uiat.pln.dl.) organiiaMon dplss of pr.,gre„ which , 
deserve* much credit for making plica Ue u. all kind, of . 
it » mighty mg succ was. Thera ; rations. Ttia church mus 
were three unit. In to* audi- from the world rrmoy of 

In unity II 


rgani- Myl 




n the , 

r» ]-ord car. Coltharp 
! riving, if* says Uis*. whol 
.'.sried to t'lrn out Vi the r 


tion, to inspect the Pikes Peak resentative of that publication 
Highway and the Midland Trail was in Myton last summer when 
in Utah and make a report nsj the sociability-reliability run 
to their condition. In a lctter was made from Colorado S'pri'i-.rs 
to Mr. Pnrdington, under date of to Salt Lake. In connection with 
April 3, Mr. Rcdford says: I the Biuebook publication the 

"I beg to report my trip over I Vena) Express last week ii.nl 
prtion of "MIDLAND TRAIL". this to say: 
and the "PIKES PEAK ROUTE”! "On o of the biggest boosts 
Right now would state thnt I : which the Pike’s Peak Ocean to 
Ibid the roads from "K" Ranch Ocean Highway has ever receiv- 
(Cofo ) .Trovo. (Utah), nre un-!«l and a boost that ought to 

doubtedly BLoT. I mean thousani!.- of doliiim to 

•Ie bcliuve ihut J» the .near.' Ash lev valley and Verna! rr.tr- 
(uluro. you wib name.* this b.ujchaji Lhj coming summer, has 
route ai a - " -Darv, .■> been uccuniod this route 

fij^T.fuMTN Jits^liVtii.r' . j*y of tJio Aniflf" 

. "Tho Midland Trail needs -. ica.i : :lue H.x c, -„, b )i J ,, u ..i Bn . 

J great amount of work around jnu-i'l" in St. ]*jui» . ... 

Soldier* Summit, Woodside,:"bib!e” of the automobile tr,u.- 
thenccall the way to MACK. Th.-,i»t who is crossing the Rockies 
land la-tween Muck and Woo-, a" 1 ' fining to the Tair this year, 
side is full of "washes" and must; "Advance proof sheets of '.his 
be difficult of travel after a publication havo been received 
storm. I understand Grand in this city and in looking 
Junction pcoplu figure upon mak- through tho mups and thu 
some improvement. routes marked on these mnpa th* 

'But the Pikes Peak Route 'Ocean to Occnn Highway is the 
from "K" Ranch is in lino shape only route which Is mark..! 
even NOW. and us I came along ucrvss the Colorado map. A 
there were numerous teams hard heavy line extending from Colo- 
sl work putting in culverts, -rndo Springs, to Glcnwood 
new bridges (where necossury Springs, through Meeker and 
and widening roads at curves, | icroas tho llintah Busin through 
especially where roads decern! to j Vernal and on west to Salt Lak.- 
valleys. is given os tho boat routo to fol- 

"Gasoliiie Supply stations W in crossing this state. The 
BOWSER) are «• VERNAL. Midland Trail is marked only as 
ROOSEVELT, DUCHESNE, a minor routo and ln every vnv 
. MYTON. 1IK HER, and PROVO, possible the tourist Is directed 
iw .y ;,!•*" to the points already reports over this route. The Various 
j, .|>d upon the Uncoin Highway. [Midland Trait associations nr«. 
*p*-k '■‘■'•“O have this lnfonnathin protestinr loudly but It Is doubt- 

posted, so that tourists who de-.fuf If they can secure the change, 
sire to vary tlielr return trip; "The importance of this -an 
can have first hand knowledge, not be overestimated as over 
of good roads and delightful j 00 P*r cent of tha travelers car- 
yntr attrmrtloiui Die Ulntoh , ry tide gulifci*»k with them and 
Ivsln offers." 'grnierally follow its vdvice It 

Mr. Itodford exhibited a new mean, that the Ion.) reiufe ought 
map published by the t.lucoln to better tl m n break . ven u'lh 
Highway aasociatlon, showing tin Midland Trail In th. mmdwr 
itlu dllTerent routes across the of tourists 


nwatiguted by 


• for irri- u 

_ lady | n vhe * 

";;;>neprial valley In southern f'al 11 



Below is the bar from the Three Legged Dog Saloon which occupied this building in recent years. 
Oilfield workers stopped in for a drink and added their company’s stickers to the mirror behind the bar. 




The man who donated this bath tub to Bud said that the 
tub was from an ancestor who had come across the 
plains with the early pioneers by wagon. 
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The bathtub shown above and the dishes below are on loan from the Chatwin family. 




George Marrett, a retired Duchesne County Sheriff, 
donated this old cook stove. Bud worked many hours 
with a wire brush removing the rust and polishing it. 
The Log Cabin syrup can on the shelf was before 
World War II. After the war began syrup was put 
into glass bottles because all metal went for the war 
effort. 




The Swedish Angel, Phil Olafson, was a world champion wrestler back when wrestling was really 
wrestling and not just a show. He was bom in Sweden and later lived in Salt Lake City. In the picture 
below he was playing a role for a movie. His daughter married a man from Pleasant Valley named Ken 
Higley. Bud met him at the Three Legged Dog Saloon one time and thought he was a very nice 
gentleman. 



so 

for one bit. 


In the early days they didn’t have a lot of silver 
merchants would make coins or trade tokens of value for their place of business. 


or coins, 
This token is 


SWEDISH ANGEL NOT AT ALL ANGELIC | 



Myton Bar Coin 


A friend of Bud’s from St. George painted this painting of the old 
Myton State Bank building. A man stood there watching him paint, 
so when he went home to finish the painting he sketched the man 
into the painting. Ten years later Bud met a relative of the artist 
named Lawrence Young while on a visit to Spring Dale, Utah. The friend gave him the painting for the 
Museum. One day Bud saw the man in the painting, Merle Paxman, outside the Museum and showed it to 
him. He was quite surprised to see that he had been sketched into the painting. 



Haydon (Bud) Cooper and his wife Alexia (Ludy) were the founders of the Myton Memories Museum. 
Ludy served as mayor for twelve years and accomplished many great things; their daughter, Kathleen is 
currently the Mayor of Myton. Bill Link was the Mayor of Myton from 1942 to 1966. 
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Haydon, Ludy, and Kathleen 
Cooper received awards for their contribution to the 
history of Myton by developing the Myton 
Memories Museum. These awards were given by 
the Utah State History Board. 


5SIATE 

HISTORY 


< 

Board of State History 
present an 

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION AW/ D 


Haydon Cooper 

In recognition of his years of dedicated service to the Myton Memories Museum 


~~ F 



The Farmers Seed Cleaning Plant was used to 
remove noxious weeds and trash seeds from the 
alfalfa or other grains processed in the mill. 



SIXIe 

H ISTOR Y 

yard of State History 
present an 

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION AWARD 
to 

Alexia Cooper 
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Fort Myton was first 
established as a Standard 
Oil Station. Isaac Sanders 
built the Standard Oil 
Service Station with a fort 
around it to make it more 
appealing to the tourists. 

Bud bought the building in 
1970 and added a cafe, a 
beauty shop, a laundromat 
store. It was called, “Bud’s 
Fort Myton”. Joan and Gail 
Potter bought it from Bud 
and called it “Fort Myton.” 

It is now called “Old Fort Myton Cafe” by current owners. 



The bar inside the cafe remains the same 




as when it was “Bud’s Fort 
Myton.” 

Early tourist cabins were built by 
Wesley Jensen. He also served on the 
Myton City Council during the 1950’s. 
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The Legion Hall 
This building is really two very 
old stores, the Berry Store and 
another that conjoined to make up 
the Dance Hall area. Later, 
Wesley Jensen built the cafe on 
the south end of the building. In 
its day it was a popular dance hall 
in the Uinta Basin, hosting among 
other famous singers, Jim Reeves. 
These were held in the 1950’s to 
the 1960’s. 




This old stove was donated to the 
American Legion by Steve Bellon of 
Roosevelt. He owned the Steve and 
Ned’s Cafe there. 
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The Opera House 



t l 
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